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POLITICAL ECONOMY PROJECT 
SUMMER INSTITUTE
8-11 June 2018
George Mason University
Fairfax, VA


Dear Participants:

On behalf of the Political Economy Project Pedagogy Working Group, we are happy to welcome you to the 2018 Middle East Political Economy Summer Institute at George Mason University. This multidisciplinary summer institute is intended to address the needs of doctoral students and scholars researching the Middle East who may not have received formal instruction in critical political economy at their own institutions. 
The goals of the summer institute are to help foster critical political economy approaches to the study of the region by bringing together select faculty leaders and student participants for four days of intensive discussion of key texts in critical political economy. In addition to the faculty-led sessions on topics such as state formation, imperialism, and labor, students will be presenting and receiving feedback on their current research projects. 
[bookmark: gjdgxs]The Political Economy Summer Institute is a step towards creating a community of scholars working within the tradition of critical political economy on issues of historical and contemporary relevance to the Middle East. Information on faculty and student participants can be found below. More detailed information, including participant bios, student research narratives, and the institute reading list can be found on the Summer Institute page here (password: madrasababy). Selected sessions and student presentations will be recorded, with speakers’ permission, and made available on the Audio Journal, Status/الوضع. The summer institute is sponsored by the Arab Studies Institute and George Mason University.
Below is important logistical information about your stay, followed by the agenda for the summer institute. For information about the summer institute or the Pedagogy Working Group, please contact: pedagogy@politicaleconomyproject.org. 

Hotel and Food
[bookmark: _asgjkyk1r01l]If a participant has been booked a hotel room at the below Courtyard Fair Oaks Marriott for the duration of the institute, this is the address:
[bookmark: _tswgocv6jl76]
[bookmark: _4ux2om35wctr]Courtyard by Marriott Fairfax Fair Oaks 
11220 LEE JACKSON MEM HWY
Fairfax, VA 22030 US

[bookmark: _30j0zll]Please be aware that your booking includes daily breakfast located at the lobby of the hotel. We will not be offering breakfast at the venue. We will, however, provide coffee, cookies, and lunch on a daily basis. For more information on breakfast timings, please ask the receptionist upon check-in. Dinner will be provided on the evenings of the 8th and the 10th. Please contact kylie@arabstudiesinstitute.org you have any food allergies or dietary restrictions.


Institute Location
The Institute activities will all be held on the campus of George Mason University in Merten Hall:

George Mason University

June 8th 
4441 George Mason Blvd
Merten Hall, 1203 - Meeting Room
Fairfax, VA 22030

June 9th 
4441 George Mason Blvd
Merten Hall, 1204 - Meeting Room
Fairfax, VA 22030

June 10th 
4441 George Mason Blvd
Merten Hall, 1204 – Meeting Room
Fairfax, VA 22030

June 11th
4441 George Mason Blvd
Merten Hall, 1204 - Meeting Room
Fairfax, VA 22030


Transportation
Daily transportation between the Courtyard Fair Oaks Marriott and George Mason University will be provided by the Institute. This is the ONLY daily transportation that the Institute will reimburse. Taxis will be awaiting you at the hotel forty minutes before the Institute starts each day:

June 8th: 8:20am
June 9th: 9:20am
June 10th:: 8:20am
June 11th: 8:20 AM

Personal travel between airports, train stations, and the hotel on the days of arrival and departure will be reimbursed to individuals up until $75.00. Please hold on to any original paper or paperless receipts and follow the steps below to ensure timely reimbursement. 

Reimbursements
· Submit appropriate tax form,
· Collect all paper and paperless receipts (must be original emails and receipts),
· Submit ASI Reimbursement Form (available here),
· Mail paper receipts to the address below and email paperless receipts to kylie@arabstudiesinstitute.org no later than June 20, 2018. 

Carole Namez
10834 Oakcrest Ct.
Fairfax, VA 22030

Emergency Contacts

Bassam Haddad: (703) 887-5257; bassam@arabstudiesinstitute.org
Kylie Broderick: (919) 924-4920; kylie@arabstudiesinstitute.org
Carole Namez: (703) 801-3158; Carole@arabstudiesinstitute.org


[bookmark: 1fob9te]

SUMMER INSTITUTE PARTICIPANTS

Faculty Participants and Session Topics:

· Samer Abboud (Arcadia University): Security - Development Nexus
· Max Ajl (Cornell University): World Systems Theory & Agriculture
· Kristen Alff (Stanford University): Agriculture
· Joel Beinin (Stanford University): Labor 
· Muriam Haleh-Davis (UC-Davis): Postcolonial Thought
· Adam Hanieh (SOAS University): Class
· Ziad Abu-Rish (Ohio University): State and Market Formation
· Sherene Seikaly (UC-Santa Barbara): Postcolonial Theory

Student Participants and Research Topics:

· Nimrod Ben-Zeev (University of Pennsylvania): Foundations of Inequality: Construction, Political Economy, and the Senses in Palestine/Israel, 1918-1993
· Aviv Derri (New York University): Credit, Debt, and the Politics of Favor: Non-Muslim merchant-banking families in Ottoman Damascus and its Hinterland (1840-1890)
· Tamer Elshayal (Harvard University): Infrastructures of Mobility and the Territoriality of State Power in Postcolonial Egypt (1970-2010)
· Lucy Garbett (SOAS University of London): Social Reproduction, Neoliberalism, and Resistance: the Politics of Care in Palestine
· Cynthia Gharios (Leipzig University): The Nexus between Food Security and Financial Interests: Examining Gulf State Investments in Land and Agribusiness Abroad
· Layla Hashemi (George Mason University): Dynamics of Contention: Contemporary Political Economy and Dissent in Egypt and Iran
· Thayer Hastings (Graduate Center, CUNY): An Anthropology of Palestinian Citizenship in Jerusalem
· Safa Joudeh (SOAS University): Economic Zones as Spatial Strategy in Egypt and Tunisia
· Mariz Kedala (Brown University): Behind the Scene/Seen: Technical Workers and the Makings of the Political Economy of the Film Industry in Egypt
· Dima Krayem (University of Cambridge): Exploring the 'Integration' of Syrian Refugees in Lebanon: From State Sovereignty to Bare Lives
· Jose Martinez (University of Cambridge): The Politics of Bread: Development, Dispossesion and Authoritarianism in Hashemite Jordan
· Jacob Mundy (Colgate University): Infrastructures of Order and Disorder: Technological Governance and the (Un)making of Modern Libya
· Tareq Radi (SOAS University): Financial Re-engineering Through Afforable Housing: Mapping the Expansion of Credit in the West Bank
· Omar Sirri (University of Toronto): Performing State: Law and Security Practices in Baghdad
· Sama Schluwa (University of Exeter): Colonial Continuities in Kurdistan: Peasants and the Agrarian Political Economy of Iraq
· Kenza Yousfi (University of Texas in Cambridge): Walling: Mobility, Phosphates, and Infrastructure in the Western Sahara


Political Economy Project Team (Pedagogy Working Group and Steering Committee)

PEP Pedagogy Working Group: Samer Abboud (Arcadia University); Max Ajl (Cornell University); Omar Dahi (Hampshire College); Bassam Haddad (George Mason University); Shana Marshall (George Washington University), Ziad Abu-Rish (Ohio University), and Adam Hanieh (SOAS).

Click here for more information on PEP, including the steering committee members.


Summer Institute Schedule 
	[bookmark: 3znysh7]Time 
	DAY ONE: FRIDAY, 8 JUNE 2018  
4441 George Mason Blvd Merten Hall, 1203 - Meeting Room

	Pickup: 8:20

	9:00 – 10:30
	Coffee & Introductory Comments by Bassam Haddad and Samer Abboud

	

	10:30 – 11:00
	[bookmark: 2et92p0]Break

	

	11:00 – 1:00
	Faculty Session One: Adam Hanieh

	
	Approaching Issues of Class Formation

	

	1:00 – 2:15
	Lunch

	

	2:30 – 4:30
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Faculty Session Two: Joel Beinin

	
	Labor

	

	5:00 – 5:30
	Dinner

	

	5:30 – 7:00
	Public Event: Zeinab Abul-Magd 

	
	The Army, The Economy, and Discontent in Egypt




	Time 
	DAY TWO: SATURDAY, 9 JUNE 2018
4441 George Mason Blvd Merten Hall, 1204 – Meeting Room

	Pickup: 9:20

	10:00 – 12:00
	Faculty Session 3: Samer Abboud

	
	Security-Development Nexus

	

	12:00 – 1:30
	Student Working Groups 1

	
	

	

	1:30 – 2:30 
	Lunch 

	

	2:30 – 4:30
	Faculty Session 4: Sherene Seikaly

	
	Postcolonial Theory

	

	4:30 – 6:00
	Professional Workshop

	







	Time 
	DAY THREE: SUNDAY, 10 JUNE 2018 
4441 George Mason Blvd Merten Hall, 1204 – Meeting Room

	Pickup: 8:20

	9:00 – 10:30
	Student Working Groups 2

	
	

	

	10:30 – 11:00
	Break

	

	11:00 – 1:00
	Faculty Session 5: Ziad Abu-Rish

	
	State and Market Formation

	

	1:00 – 2:15
	Lunch

	

	2:15 – 4:15
	Faculty Session 6: Muriam Haleh Davis

	
	Race and Capitalism

	

	4:15 – 4:30
	Break

	

	4:30 – 6:00
	Student Working Groups 3

	
	

	

	6:00 PM
	Group Dinner

	
	



	Time 
	DAY FOUR: MONDAY, 11 JUNE 2018
4441 George Mason Blvd Merten Hall, 1204 – Meeting Room

	Pickup: 8:20 

	9:00 – 10:30
	Student Working Groups 4 

	
	

	

	10:30 – 11:00
	Break

	

	11:00 – 1:00
	Faculty Session 7: Kristen Alff 

	
	Corporate Capital(ism?) in the Colonized World

	

	1:00 – 2:15
	Lunch 

	

	2:15 – 4:15
	Faculty Session 8: Max Ajl

	
	Imperialism

	

	4:15 – 5:15
	Wrap Up & Farewell
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MIDDLE EAST and ISLAMIC STUDIES
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

The Middle East and Islamic Studies Program Presents
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Form a political economy approach, this talk follows how Egypt’s military institution has been visibly, or
often invisibly, controlling the economy and state in the past three decades. Uniquely in its regional context,
the Egyptian army has survived and adapted to crucial moments of change and revolutionary shifts. After
decades of espousing socialism, it weathered a period of fundamental transition into the market economy
in the 1990s-2000s. Taking advantage of an open market, a new class of “neo-liberal officers” expanded
a mammoth business empire and took charge of key bureaucratic positions in control of the government’s
economic liberalization schemes. Recently, the Egyptian military has survived two popular uprisings, retained
full power, and massively increased its wealth. In today’s Egypt, military business taps into the consumerist
realms of rich and poor citizens alike, for both unaccountable profit and optimized social command. In the
meantime, military bureaucrats securitize local urban spaces to watch over docile or discontented masses
during times of rebellious turmoil. Despite brutal measures against labor strikes and public protests, resistance
against the military’s economic and political supremacy continues.

Zeinab Abul-Magd is Associate Professor of Middle Eastern history at Oberlin College, and served as a visiting professor at the
American University in Cairo. She received her PhD in history and political economy from Georgetown University, and MA in Arab
Studies also from Georgetown, and BA in political sciences from Cairo University, Eqypt. Her latest book is titled Militarizing the
Nation: Army, Business, and Revolution in Egypt (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017). She co-edited Businessmen in
Arms: How the Military and Other Armed Groups Profit in the MENA Region (New York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2016). Her Imagined
Empires: A History of Revolt in Egypt (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2013) won MESA's Roger Owen Book Award in
2015. She published articles at Foreign Policy, Carnegie Endowment's Sada, the Atlantic Council, Middle East Institute, and
Jaaaliyya. Furthermore, she writes in Arabic occasional columns for many Eqyptian newspapers, including al-Masry al-Youm/Egypt
Independent, al-Tahrir, al-Badil, and al-Manassa.
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC Pizza and drinks will be provided
Cosponsored by the Arab Studies Institute, Schar School for Public Policy, and the Ali Vural Ak Center for Global Islamic Studies
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